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The provocative ideas and touching insights found in The Joy in Loving spring from incidents in

Mother Teresa's own remarkable life. She speaks of men and women who have lived and died

uncomplainingly, even in the midst of great poverty and deprivation; of wealthy businessmen whose

indifference has been transformed into compassion and charity, and of her encounters with people

and governments around the globe. Through all of this, Mother Teresa emphasizes the need for a

disciplined, loving family life, for "in the home begins the disruption of the peace of the world."

Drawing on more than seventy years of selfless service to the poorest of the poor, she discusses

the importance of work and prayer, charity and service, the right to life and, above all, the need to

love--unconditionally and absolutely.
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Open this book anywhere . . . and your heart is flooded with light. Or, does it affect others as it

affects me, I wonder? Is this just a personal phenomenon? After all, I met her on two occasions.

Perhaps that has something to do with it? On her last (unannounced) visit to this city, --- she offered

me her hand, and looked me in the eye - and hasn't my memory played tricks on me, about that

precious moment?I was one person among 12, waiting on the street, outside her home for indigent

men (the first one she established in North America). She emerged from that humble, two-story

dwelling on Pritchard Avenue, in Winnipeg's poor north end: My two young sons were the last ones



she greeted -- placing her hands on their heads and smiling with love - then, looking beyond them,

for the obvious parent or guardian of these youngsters, she spotted me; and she offered me her

hand. And I took it - I remember it was warm and her grip was surprisingly firm and . . . well . . . the

taste of the air around her was unlike anything I can ever put in mere words. Yet, there are some

odd things about my memory of that moment.I distinctly remember thinking she was beautiful. But

how can that be? In photos, she isn't physically attractive at all -- is she? Yet that is my memory of

her in the flesh -- radiantly beautiful!Another odd thing: I remember her as being my height - six feet

-- as she looked me in the eye and smiled warmly. Yet in photographs, she looks closer to four foot

nine. (Princess Diana towers over her in the last photo taken of the two women together, shortly

before they died, within a few days of each other.)So is it just me? - this feeling that Mother Teresa

is addressing me personally each day in the pages of this book?
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